Safori: Small Classes, Big ldeas

Sator!

By Lori Thompson

On the corner of Rosenberg and Sealy stands Galveston’s modern-day
equivalent of the one-room school house. Satori School was founded
30 years ago by Susan Lynch who felt that a school was needed where
“children of all learning styles experience success.” She created such a
school. “The love and support for students, parents and teachers is key
to Satori in the process of personal achievement and self-worth,” says
Lynch.

Satori Director Claire Wilkins, echoes Lynch’s philosophy. Each day she
asks, “Have we served the kids well?” She feels that, yes, the students
are being served in such a singular way by the school. “Students learn
problem solving, communication skills, personal responsibility and are
empowered in their classroom
through daily experiences with
positive discipline.”

The curriculum focuses
on, but is not limited to, the
required skills for the state.
When primary focus is not
on testing, it can be amended
to meet the needs of each
child. Teachers work with the
children, individually and as
a class; teaching them to take
risks and to look at everything
as a leamming experience.
They teach children rather
than curriculum, due partially
to small class size. Satori
has a maximum enrollment
of 38 students in grades
Kindergarten through sixth
grade. There are three classes:
kindergarten/first grade,
second and third grades and
fourth through sixth grades.
The biggest advantage of these multi-level classrooms is that the younger
learners hear and can participate in the older children’s lessons. Advanced
students can join the older group for particular subjects and those who
need extra help can review through the lessons for the younger group.

Besides the core academic classes, Satori offers Spanish, music, art,
computer and PE classes. There is a designated phonics teacher who moves
between classrooms. Private schools are funded by the local ISD to offer
ESL classes and extra help for children with learning disabilities. GISD
is helpful by providing in-service training and workshops for teachers,
and by coming to the school to work with students. Satori also ‘pigey-
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backed’ on the 21st Century Grant given to GISD, which will afford them
the opportunity to offer free piano lessons after school to any child in the
district.

Satori also focuses on community outreach. Every year a charity is chosen
by the students, through careful research and consideration. Past charities
have included The Salvation Army, Habitat for Horses and the Humane
Society. Another outreach program is called Science Saturday at Satori.
The school will be open one Saturday a semester to Satori students and
their friends. The only requirement for attending is that each student bring a
guest that is not enrolled in Satori. Opening the program to the community
at large allows Satori to pursue more grant opportunities. Satori students
and their friends have a fun,
educational experience, and
the other students are exposed
to the school.

Being selected by the
national  Energy Education
Development (NEED) Project
Board as the Texas Primary
Level School of the Year and
Primary School of the Year
at the national level was a
very proud moment for Satori
School. The upper grades
completed six projects over
the course of the year that
displayed learning about how
energy was used in the past
from various sources in the
community and from around
the world. They were the
only Texas school to receive
national level recognition and
traveled to  Washington to
receive the award.

The purpose ol Satori School is to provide a nurturing environment where
children learn within the context of a hands-on, integrated curriculum.
The school provides a strong academic foundation through an exceptional
faculty who are creative, flexible and imaginative in guiding each child to
meet and then to exceed expectations. Second grader Emeline Howrey is
an example of how the Satori School meets their mission statement. When
asked why she liked Satori School, Emeline answered: “The teachers are
nice and we learn a lot of stuff. I like science fair. Math is really fun
because third grade [students] came down for it and it stretched my brain.”
Isn’t that what school is all about?






